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Philip Zimbardo �59PhD

when good

45 years ago, Stanley Milgram�s classic experiments showed that, 

		  under orders, decent human beings will do anything.

do evilpeople
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In scenes from Milgram�s 
documentary �lm, 
Obedience, three men press 
levers on the apparatus 
they believed would deliver 
increasingly powerful elec-
tric shocks.
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p h i l i p  z i m b a r d o  ’59PhD, professor emeritus of 
psychology at Stanford, created the well-known “Stanford 
Prison Experiments” on the psychology of incarceration. 
This essay is adapted from his forthcoming book, The 
Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil 
(Random House, March 2007).

The vast majority of people shocked the victim over and over again, 
despite his increasingly desperate pleas to stop.




